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FOREWORD
From a million tonne industry at the time of India's Independence to emerging as one of the leading
growth drivers of modern times, the Indian steel industry has traversed a long and challenging growth
path. Today, India is the 4th largest producer of crude steel and is acknowledged as world's leading
producer of direct reduced iron or sponge iron.
Both the traditional blast furnace route of crude steel production as well as its DRI based counterpart,
use iron ore as the major raw material for steel making. India, while rich in iron ore resources,
currently faces a number of challenges, on the environmental and regulatory front, which is restricting
the availability of domestic iron ore in the short term, precisely at a time when global iron ore prices
are crashing, thereby making steel production cheaper in other parts of the world, compared to India.
Nonetheless, developments in recent times have been positive. While the government as a facilitator
has imposed export duties on all forms of iron ore to ensure adequate domestic availability, on the
technology front, it is encouraging to note the steady emergence of domestic sintering / pelletisation
facilities to make use of the abundant iron ore fines in the country. Further, recent decisions by
Supreme Court on coal blocks and iron ore mining as well as the steps taken by Government on these
issues are positive signs which indicate that clarity on raw material policy is emerging.
As far as pellets are concerned, the perception that iron ore fines can be gainfully utilized to provide a
ready-to-use feed material in the form of pellets whose use in turn leads to substantial economic gains
over time, have led to a paradigm change in the domestic market.
It was to understand the extent of this change and to arrive at concrete numbers on the population
structure, capacity and production of iron ore pellet industry that Joint Plant Committee (JPC) had
undertaken a Comprehensive Survey of the domestic iron ore pellet industry, considered largely to be
in a nascent form.
The JPC Survey – the first official work on this segment - has thrown up interesting results which
indicate that today, with a working capacity of 66 million tonnes, the Indian pellet industry has
emerged as an independent economic activity, spread across the mineral-rich belts of the nation.
We sincerely hope that the Survey Report will meet the information requirements of the user industry
and open up avenues for further work on this dynamic sector.

(Syedain Abbasi)
Joint Secretary to the Government of India
Ministry of Steel & Chairman,
Joint Plant Committee
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be undermined.
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The survey report, detailing the findings based on data and information collected and collated during
the survey work, articles from experts focusing on key issues facing industry and a detailed directory
listing, is hereby presented to all as the first official report on the status and performance of the
modern-day Indian iron ore pellet industry.

(Ratnasanu Das)
Executive Secretary
Joint Plant Committee
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